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Philosophy of Curriculum: Reflection 

Purpose 

Writing my philosophy of curriculum has been a reflective journey, allowing me to define 

the core beliefs and values that guide my work as an educator. It has prompted me to critically 

examine my purpose in this profession and deepened my understanding of how theorists like 

John Dewey, Maxine Greene, and Nel Noddings shape my instructional decisions, relationships, 

and teaching philosophy. Rooted in equity, inclusivity, and holistic student development, my 

curriculum philosophy serves as a living, evolving guide for every lesson, activity, and 

connection I create in the classroom. 

Revisions to the Assignment 

Although Dr. Lauri Herrmann-Ginsberg provided positive feedback, I revisited and 

refined my philosophy to reflect my growth as an educator. While my initial submission captured 

my core beliefs, I sought to deepen them by integrating insights from my "Philosophy of 

Collaboration" assignment. In revising "Part III: My Curriculum Philosophy," I emphasized 

collaboration, relational trust, adaptability, and cultural responsiveness as foundational to 

inclusive and impactful teaching and as a practice central to my curriculum philosophy. By 

embedding collaboration into curriculum design, I highlighted how diverse perspectives—from 

students, families, colleagues, and communities—shape my strategies and foster a shared 

purpose. This positioned education as a partnership where all voices are valued, turning 

curriculum design into a dynamic, real-world process. It also emphasizes how these collaborative 

practices empower students as active participants in their learning, cultivating agency, resilience, 

and intellectual growth. 



What I Learned/How It Contributes to My Development as a Special Educator 

Reflecting on my curriculum philosophy has deepened my understanding of my role as a 

special educator. For me, teaching goes beyond delivering content; it’s about creating spaces 

where students feel seen, valued, and empowered to thrive. This process has reinforced my belief 

in the power of collaboration, cultural responsiveness, and relational trust to foster inclusive and 

equitable learning environments. I now see collaboration as a mindset that shapes every aspect of 

my work. I intend to design a curriculum that reflects each learner's diverse needs and strengths, 

advocating for my students by ensuring their voices and identities are celebrated. 

Theoretical insights have deeply influenced my teaching philosophy. Dewey’s focus on 

real-world learning inspires me to design meaningful, engaging lessons, while Greene’s 

emphasis on culturally responsive teaching has taught me to embrace diversity as a strength, 

reflecting students’ identities in the curriculum. Noddings’ relational approach highlights the 

importance of care and empathy in building connections. Together, these theories guide me to 

teach with intentionality, balancing adaptability with accountability and a commitment to holistic 

student growth. By integrating equitable, student-centered practices and authentic assessments, I 

honor students’ strengths, ensuring learning is empowering, purposeful, and transformative. 

As a special educator, this reflection has reaffirmed my commitment to staying 

responsive to my students’ needs and the evolving educational landscape. It reminded me that 

teaching is a dynamic process of learning and growing alongside my students. Most importantly, 

it reinforced my purpose: to inspire students to embrace their individuality, realize their potential, 

and navigate the world with confidence. This reflection has solidified my dedication to fostering 

innovative and equitable curriculum design, serving as both a foundation for my practice and a 

guide to creating meaningful, impactful experiences for every learner. 



Index 

Professor Feedback 

“I hope it was interesting and insightful to revisit Parts 1 and 2. Very relevant and well thought 

through philosophy of curriculum. I can see parts of the theorists we have studied blended with 

your unique experiences in the personal philosophy you have created. I hope this final paper has 

helped you create a framework for a philosophy that you can continue to build on as you 

progress through the program and through your professional career. 

 

Thank you for everything you so graciously added to the class about your personal experiences 

as a student and as a teacher. I hope that you have a good remainder of the semester!” 

- Lauri Herrmann-Ginsberg 

 


